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aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
Creative Claymations! 

The first trimester has been 

a busy one in computer 

class!  Students in grades 4-

8 worked hard to complete 

their claymation movies ς 

and learned much in the 

process:  how to sketch 

their characters and build them out of clay; 

how to design their stages, position their 

characters, and take digital photos; and how 

to upload their pictures into Microsoft 

MovieMaker and create their animated 

movie.  Students also created computer-

generated animation by using the freeware at 

aniBoom.com.   

A Claymation Movie Festival was held at the 

end of the project to view all the movies and 

celebrate student success!  

¢ƻ ǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀȅƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Claymation Festival link on the school website ς 

www.latrobeschool.com.  The link should be up before 

Thanksgiving Break.   

Cyberbullying and Internet Safety 

Students in grades 6 through 8 also learned 

about cyberbullying, a more aggressive type 

of bullying that occurs over the Internet, or 

through email, social networking sites, or 

other digitial devices like cell phones with the 

intent to harass or threaten another person.  

Cyberbullying is more aggressive because the 

bully can hide behind technology and be 

virtually anonymous.   

Students in grades 6-8 studied real-case 

cyberbullying scenarios and developed flyers 

in Microsoft Publisher that explained types of 

cyberbullying or how to avoid cyberbullies.   
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Students in grades 4 and 5 learned how to be 

safe on the Internet by not giving out their 

passwords or personal information, not 

responding to advertisements that pop up on 

the Internet, and by letting a trusted adult 

know when something makes them feel 

ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦ  

Fifth graders created a flyer in Microsoft 

Publisher about Internet Safety. 

For more information about cyberbullying and Internet 

safety, please visit the computer page on 

latrobeschool.com and click on the links under Internet 

Safety. 

Computer Class Goes Green!  

To help reduce the amount of 

paper used in computer class, 

Latrobe School District has 

purchased flash drives for 

ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

been saving their computer work to the flash 

drives as much as possible, which has 

dramatically reduced the amount of paper ς 

and ink ς being used.  At the end of the school 

year, students will be able to save all their 

computer work on a CD to bring home.  The 

flash drives will remain at school for them to 

use the following year. 

Instead of sending home paper progress 

reports and grades, grades are posted on a 

single spreadsheet in the classroom.  Students 

are able to view the spreadsheet and see 

ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ 

assignments are missing, etc.  The district will 

be converting to AERIES in the next year so 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ 

any class or subject online.   

The goal for computer class is to become 

completely paperless by next year!   

¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ ƛƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ [ŀō  

Along with the purchase of 

flash drives, students now 

enjoy a dual-projector 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ 

computer lab.  This allows students to view 

step-by-step instruction, videos, or 

PowerPoint presentations comfortably from 

anywhere in the room.  Latrobe students have 

a one-projector system as the class and room 

size is smaller.   

aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǎtudents are also excited to be 

able, from time to time, to print out their 

work for display in the computer lab and 

library on our new color laser printer.  Plans 

are in the works to add 2 digital video 

cameras through a grant to the 6 digital 

cameras students already use in class.  

Computer Curriculum  

Throughout the year, students will focus on 

the following 8 areas to be successful in high 

school and beyond. 

1. Internet 

2. File Management 

3. Microsoft Word 

4. Microsoft PowerPoint 

5. Microsoft Excel 

6. Microsoft Access 

7. Ethics and laws associated with 

computer use 

8. Keyboarding 

Additional projects for the rest of the year will 

include learning how to effectively search on 

the Internet, how to avoid plagiarism by 

learning about copyright and fair use law, how 

to travel using Google Earth , and how to 

write basics of computer programs using Alice 

ς an application developed by the Carnegie 

Mellon Institute. 
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New

! 

 

Latrobe Elementary 
During Trimester 1, 

students in 

Kindergarten through 

3rd grade learned about 

Internet safety by 

visiting the Netsmartz for Kids website and 

the Disney website.  They completed online 

activities to reinforce that they should never 

give out their passwords or personal 

information on the Internet.  Students 

continued to use the web-based Education 

City program to practice their math, language 

arts and science skills.  Second and third 

graders have been practicing their typing skills 

with Typing Pal Online.  

During the second trimester, students will 

continue the above activities as well as look 

inside a computer to learn about computer 

hardware and learn to use KidPix, a computer 

drawing application.   

Access Education City, 
Brain Pop,Typing Pal, & 
Trackstars From Home! 

Parents should have 

received a letter and a 

City Pass that allows 

students in Kindergarten through 6th grade to 

access Education City from home.  If students 

lost their City Pass, I can print out a new pass 

for them.  If you are having trouble accessing 

Education City, please call them directly at 1-

800-995-5410. 

Students may also access BrainPop 

from home.  This site offers kid-

friendly and kid-safe animated 

videos and quizzes on a variety of topics such 

as Science, Art, Social Studies, Technology, 

ŜǘŎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ 

concepts your child is learning in school.  Click 

on the BrainPop icon on the Computer Page of 

latrobeschool.com, and log in (username:  

millers; password:  hill). Or, simply enter the 

website address www.BrainPop.com on your 

Internet address bar and enter the login 

information above. 

Students may continue to 

practice their typing skills at 

home with Typing Pal 

Online.  The link is on the Computer page of 

latrobeschool.com and students log on just as 

they would at school. 

Lastly, students can access Trackstars on 

different curriculum topics.  Go to the 

Computer page on the website and click on 

the Trackstars link. 

Check out LatrobeSchool.com!  
The Latrobe School website is a great resource 

for parents and students.  On the website, you 

can find: 

¶ 2008-09 School Calendar 

¶ Upcoming Events 

¶ PTC, School Board and Site Council 
meeting dates and minutes 

¶ Teacher emails and phone numbers 

¶ Classroom web pages 

¶  Kid-safe websites & search engines 

¶ Library search features 

¶ Computer and art webpages 

¶ Links to other sites (e.g. County Office 
of Education, STAR testing results)  

¶  All Class Assignments are posted on the 
Computer Page (with any related links).  You 
will also find Homework Help and Student 
Recommended Websites and Renaissance 
Learning (to check for AR reading levels and 
books). 

 

 

 

 Questions or comments about this 
 publication or about computer class?  

Contact Mrs. Rose at  
prose@latrobe.k12.ca.us  

or at (530) 677-0260, ext. 213. 
 
 
 

http://www.educationcity.com/start/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://school.typingpal.com/index_ecole.asp?LATRMILL
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
mailto:prose@latrobe.k12.ca.us
http://www.netsmartzkids.org/activities/meetww.htm
http://www.taurangaboatsales.co.nz/uploads/images/Art Text/Green Question mark.jpg
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Brushstrokes 
Passport to Art 

Meet the Art Docents 

Millerõs Hill Art 

Whatõs New in Art Class! 
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Latrobe Elementary Art 
 

 


