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Miller’s Hill School
Students Flip Over

One-Minute Book
Reviews

our 6™ 7™ and )
8" graders were MTV% @g
busy this past trimester creating One-
Minute Book Review videos using our

newly-purchased Flip Videos.

First, students picked one of their favorite
books and wrote a summary, a script, and
their opinion about the book using
Microsoft Word. Next, they learned some
video-making tips (e.g. using various
camera angles, speaking slowly and clearly
into the microphone) . Following our
Internet safety guidelines, students used
props and masks to protect their personal
identity on camera.

Once the video was shot, students learned
to use an audio program, Audacity, to
record their script. They placed both their
audio and video files into Windows
MovieMaker and completed their videos.
They learned about copyright laws and
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made sure they used royalty free music and
cited the sources for any images they used.

You may view all student videos at
SchoolTube.com (which is a safe, teacher-
moderated site) and on our Library page at
LatrobeSchool.com. If you or your child
ever need to find out about an A.R. book,
the book reviews are an excellent resource!

To view your child’s One-Minute Book Review, please
go to the One-Minute Book Review link on the
Library page of the school website —
LatrobeSchool.com You may also go to
Schooltube.com and search for our school (millers
hill) .

Favorite Book PowerPoints
Students in 4™ and 5"
grade created their

own versions of book

reviews while
learning Microsoft L”_ —)
PowerPoint. They
learned about good graphic design and
used images and words to summarize many
Accelerated Reader books that are available
in our school libraries.
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How Do You Use Technology?

th  TECHNOLOGY

At the beginning of the trimester, the 4

through gt graders were asked to show

how they use technology by creating a
comic strip on ToonDoo.com. This
interactive website allows students to
choose from pre-made backgrounds and
characters C or create their own ¢ to

create comic strips and comic books.
What fun!

|| WHETER 1M WATCHNG TV

-. BYARTD”DE WWW.TOONDOO.COM
| USE TECHNOLOGY | - | EVEN MY GRANDPA
ALL THE TIME.. OR TALKING ﬂ P - | PAUL USES TECHNOLOGY
ON MY CELL

o

Hey, flickr isn't just
for you young people!

Student comics can be viewed on the Computer page of LatrobeSchool.com or on the Classroom pages for each grade.

Cwealkl, Weebly Websites
Sl | gth through 8" graders
learned to create their own personal
websites using free software at
Weebly.com.

After reviewing our Internet safety
guidelines (which include never post
images of themselves or people they know
online and never give out any personal
information like their name, address or
phone number) students
created an avatar (a
cartoon-like character) to
represent themselves on
their site and protect
their personal identity.

Students wrote about 3 areas of interest ¢
what they like to do, sports, etc. - on their
site (some created more!) and posted
images, music, games, comic strips, videos,
and more!

Student websites can be viewed on the Computer
page of LatrobeSchool.com or on the Classroom
pages for each grade.
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Calculating Our

Carbon Footprints
Students in grades 4
through 8 are now
learning how to reduce
their carbon footprints
(the amount of carbon
dioxide we each produce
by using carbon-based energy - oil, gas,
petroleum).

Their assignment is to work in groups or
individually to identify an environmental
problem that increases their carbon
footprint and come up with a solution to
the problem. Using technology (e.g. digital
cameras, flip videos, software), they will
present their problem and solution to their
classmates for Earth Day.

Stay tuned to see where you can view their
finished projects!
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4-8"™ Grade Computer Curriculum
Throughout the year, students focus on the
following 8 areas to be successful in high
school and beyond.

Internet

File Management
Microsoft Word
Microsoft PowerPoint
Microsoft Excel
Microsoft Access
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Ethics and laws associated with
computer use
8. Keyboarding

Latrobe Elementary
Students in Kindergarten through 3" grade

have been exploring our new, improved
Library webpage at LatrobeSchool.com.

On the Library page, there is now a live link
to our Latrobe School District libraries.
Students can search for books and see if the
book they want is in the library or if has
been checked out. There is also a link to
Renaissance Place that allows students to
see if a book has an A.R. quiz and, if so,
what the reading level is and how many
points it is.

As mentioned above, students can view
One-Minute Book Review videos that have
been created by our 6™, 7" and 8™ graders.

In addition, there are links to favorite
author websites and various websites with
fun, interactive reading activities. Check
out the Nogin website where children can
watch videos of adults reading books aloud,

StarFall which promotes reading literacy, or
Reading Planet, which has many fun,
interactive activities like Poetry Splatter.

All students continue to use the web-based
Education City program to practice their
math, language arts and science skills.
Second and third graders have also been
practicing their typing skills with Typing Pal
Online.

Access Education City,
Brain Pop,Typing Pal, & Trackstars
From Home! Ey

EduaTioﬁCiTv com

Parents should have
received a letter and a
City Pass that allows students in
Kindergarten through 6" grade to access
Education City from home. If students lost
their City Pass, | can print out a new pass for
them. If you are having trouble accessing
Education City, please call them directly at
1-800-995-5410.

Students may also %ﬁﬂ&gw

access BrainPop

from home. This site offers kid-friendly and
kid-safe animated videos and quizzes on a
variety of topics such as Science, Art, Social
{ GdzRASAazZ
help visually reinforce concepts your child is
learning in school. Click on the BrainPop
icon on the Computer Page of
latrobeschool.com, and log in (username:
millers; password: hill). Or, simply enter the
website address www.BrainPop.com on

your Internet address bar and enter the
login information above.
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http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/

=~ Students may continue
- TypingPal.
7 skills at home with
Typing Pal Online. The link is on the
Computer page of latrobeschool.com and

to practice their typing

students log on just as they would at school.

Lastly, students can access Trackstars on
different curriculum topics. Go to the
Computer page on the website and click on
the Trackstars link.

Doodle 4 Google Contest

Google.com is holding a doodle contest for
students from Kindergarten through 12
grades. The national winner will receive a
$15,000 college scholarship, a laptop
computer, and a trip to New York City.
Their Google Doodle will also be placed on
the Google website for an entire day. The
winningd 0 dZRSY 1 Qa4 aO0OK2 2 f
$25,000 to upgrade their computer lab!
There are also many regional and state
prizes.

We will be working in both computer and
art class to complete the doodles. The
deadline for the doodles is March 13. Entry
forms will be sent home soon.
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For more information about Doodle 4 Google, go to
http://www.google.com/doodle4google/

gSIHNRa
Y Questions or comments about this publication
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Regularly!

The Latrobe School website is a great
resource for parents and students. On the
website, you can find:

9 2008-09 School Calendar
 Upcoming Events

9 PTC, School Board and Site Council
meeting dates and minutes
Teacher emails and phone numbers
Classroom web pages

Kid-safe websites & search engines
Library search features

Computer and art webpages
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Links to other sites (e.g. County
Office of Education, STAR testing
results)

 Parent Resources

Make sure you visit the Computer Class page
on the Latrobe School District website
regularly throughout the school year. All
Class Assignments are posted there (with
any related links). You will also find

Z F?bl%egvormpa%}st@a%nt
Recommended Websites like Time for Kids,
Nasa for Kids, Animal Planet, Giggle Poetry,
and Sports lllustrated for Kids. Students can
access Typing Pal Online, Brain Pop, and
Education City from the Computer Class
webpage and look up reading levels and
points on Renaissance Place for our

Accelerated Reader program.
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or about computer class?

Contact Mrs. Rose at prose@latrobe.k12.ca.us

or at (530) 677-0260, ext. 213.
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